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From the Editorial Team Υ 

Our Motto ð Badge of Honor?  

Dear Friends, 

It was nearly two years ago, before the Pandemic began, I was in 

the grocery store when I saw this tall gentleman wearing kilt 

and full Highland attire. I introduced myself and he told me he 

had been attending a local Cameron Clan Gathering. When I 

told him my surname he responded, ñthatôs the Clan with the 

fine family motto, ñAmicitia Reddit Honoresò, (Friendship 

gives Honors). We talked together for a few moments about Clan interests 

and as we parted he referred again to the Clan Pringle motto, Friendship, and then 

added, ñWear it as a badge of honorò.  

That brief encounter in the grocery store got me thinking about the meaning of our Clan motto. Is 

it just a nice Latin phrase related to the distant past, or has it some meaning for contemporary 

Pringles? Can you imagine for a moment, weôre together attending a Pringle Gathering in a hotel 

focusing on ourselves, and a tired staff member at the end of the day places an order in the kitch-

en for ñthat unfriendly Pringle groupò? Well, letôs say that would never happen. Right! But it 

raises the question as far as friendship is concerned, are we just like everyone else or might we 

give to this motto some added meaning as to what kind of people we are, particularly in how we 

relate to others? And when you meet a Pringle do you treat them as just another individual, or do 

you go out of your way to show them some warm friendship? 

In the past October Pringle Newsletter we raised this issue regarding our motto and itôs friend-

ship theme. A few responded expressing positive feelings about it. So, now we raise it a step 

higher and invite your thoughts ï your responses. What might the board of Trustees, the Clan 

Chief, the NA Steering Committee initiate on this subject? We invite you as an individual to get 

involved as well ï to do two things; 1. Share with us examples of specific acts of friendship 

which you have received and appreciated, and 2. Give us your suggestions of how we might do 

better in showing that Friendship to one another, whether on the phone, in our emails, by our 

actions, or other.  

Can we work together to make our family motto become more meaningful? Why sure we can! 

Letôs embrace this family motto theme, and as the Clan Cameron man put it, ñwear it as a badge 

of honorò. 

In Friendship to all ï the Editorial Team, Pam, James, Erika and Derek. 

 

άThere is nothing on this earth more to be praised than true friendshipò Thomas Aquinas. 



From our Chairman :     

Greetings!  How time flies ï weôre now 
into summer and the sun is shining in 
Scotland although not quite as hard as 
some places on the west coast of the US 
and Canada. Weôre content with 20  
and a gentle breeze.  
 

Naturally over the last year, little major 
has happened in the world of Pringles 
although there are signs that some folk 
have used their enforced ñleisure timeò to 
do some research and we have welcomed 
some UK Pringles coming to explore 
their histories in the last few months. I hope that you have all 
been well during the year. 
 

Yet again we are forced to conduct our AGM business online by 
the pandemic, but I hope that by this time next year we might be 
able to meet in person and enjoy each othersô company. 
 

As with all things at present, the future still looks a bit unfo-
cussed, albeit as an optimist I remain hopeful that all will be well 
and that the western world, at least, will be vaccinated before too 
long. 
 

That being said, I am thinking ahead to the proposed 2022 Clan 
Gathering to be held in June here in the gorgeous Scottish Bor-
ders and I wonder what sort of an appetite Pringles will have for 
international travel in a yearôs time. Will long-haul flying be seen 
as unsustainable in a climate crisis? Will it be taxed out of reach 
of normal people? Will we still be restricted to travel only in our 
home countries? Even if we are allowed and can afford overseas 
travel, will our first thoughts be to Scotland to meet and greet our 
Pringle kin? 
 

I am, of course, very happy to help organise such a gathering 
(and to host a part of it) ï especially as the local on the ground - 
if you are interested, please let me have some indication of your 
thoughts and intent over the next few months. 
 

There is a suggestion that we should organise a world-wide Prin-
gle Zoom call later this year, perhaps in a few months, and this 
might be the time to give me a guide on how youôre thinking. 
Please let us know if youôd like to join this call and weôll send an 
invitation once we have a time and date to suit the majority. 
 

In the meantime, thank you all for your interest in, and support 
of, all things Pringle ï I hope to hear from as many of you as 
possible in the next few weeks with your thoughts and I hope 
that your many and varied lives start to improve as those weeks 
progress. 
 

James Pringle of Torwoodlee 
Chairman, Clan Pringle Association 

Braw Lads Gathering  

This event takes place at the end of June each year and includes 
many events and traditions over the course of a week in and 
around Galashiels.  Wednesday evening is Torwoodlee Night.  
This involves the Principals meeting with the Laird of Torwood-
lee, who allows them to take a Sod and Stone from the grounds.  

The history relating to this, 
dates back to 1503 when 
James IV of Scotland mar-
ried Margaret Tudor of 
England in what was 
known as the marriage of 
the Thistle and the Rose. 
100 years later this led to 
the union of the Crowns 
and as part of Margaretôs 
marriage settlement she 
was given Ettrick Forest 
and Newark Tower.  In 
those days, the transfer of 
ownership was done by the 
symbolic exchange of 
earth and stone.  

Around 140 riders on 
horseback follow a 
planned route from the 
muster point at Netherdale 
car park through the town 
and out the A7 to Torwoodlee where they stop whilst the Princi-
ples carry out their ceremonial duties. From there the cavalcade 
return via the A72 where they join behind the fancy dress pa-
rade to go through the town to the awaiting crowds.  Please visit 
the Braw Lads Gathering website 
www.thebrawladsgathering.co.uk, for more information and 
photos on the history and many events included in this Gather-
ing. 

Due to Covid-19 the gathering events for both 2020 and 2021 
were conducted online.  Please take a few minutes to view the 
2021 video of Torwoodlee Night (link below).  You will see the 
ceremony of removing the sod and stone and will also see an 
interview with Laird James as he shares some of the history of 
Torwoodlee Tower and the Pringle family. 

Torwoodlee Night ï 2021 Braw Lads Gathering  

http://www.thebrawladsgathering.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LfeL68-BqM

